ATTN: DARTERS





Good practice = better play. 





Interested in improving you game? Important info below. In a hurry? cut to the chase.








SKIP OVER THIS PART	(pg dn)





	Let me introduce myself. I’m a 36yo male born in a small mid western college town. About the only thrill for me was to go downtown to the sporting goods store. One day, at about age 12, I was at the store and saw some chrome plated brass darts with green and red turkey feather, flights made by Unicorn - They were so cool, I had to have them. I got them and a cheap dart board for my next birthday and played just about every day there after. I  never realized people took the game seriously, or even that there were games with rules. When my 18th birthday came around, I found my self celebrating at a local bar and restaurant district. It seemed every bar had several boards, and eventually I was drawn into a game by one of the patrons.... I won... big.... and declined several offers to join teams that night. 





BLAH BLAH BLAH (pg dn)





	I went home and considered my experiences. The next day, I with resolve, set out to find out what I could about the game, and eventually wandered in to a place called “The Dart Board Shoppe” the proprietor was, I found out later, a legend to the sport, Bill Niccole (hope I spelled it OK, Bill). It was there I Bought my first pair of hand made tungsten alloy darts and a pro bristle board. I ask some questions about practicing and how “good is good”. I got some excelent advice and tips on throwing, but no clear answers that appealed to my analytical mind. I returned with my new toys and over the next weeks in June of 1978 I developed this to track my progress. Believe me when I say it was no fun until personal computers and spreadsheets automated the task.








THE CHASE (instructions here)





	Basically it’s a excell spread sheet based on the game of cricket. Across the top of the sheet you will see numbers 20 thru 15 and bullseye. Down the right side are your round numbers 1-10. And across the bottom are the results. It’s very simple. Beginning with the 20’s on turn 1, throw your round of darts (3 darts per round) and record the number of times you hit the 20’s in the cell (remember doubles count 2, and triples 3). move on to round two and record again your hits. the calculations will update automatically as you go, so find your rhythm and role. When you have thrown 10 rounds at the 20’s, move on to 19’s... fill out the whole sheet. Keep these score sheets and you will have some real evidence of progress, and some good practice besides. 





What do the stats mean? Good question.





The first row (labeled “HITS”) is just the sum of hits you scored in each column.





The next row (labeled “HPD”) is a quantity that describes the number of Hits Per Dart you have scored. To help you understand this; if I thru 2 rounds (6 darts) of darts at 20’s and scored 3 hits this number would be “.5” (3 hits / 6 darts = 1/2 Hit Per Dart.)





In the third row (labled “DTC”) is another way of expressing The HPD figure. The “Darts To Close” row indicates the number of darts you will need to throw at the target to register 3 hits. in the previous example (3 hits to close / .5 Hits per dart = 6 Darts To Close). in other words you will need to throw 6 darts to register 3 hits in this column. 





In the last row (labeled “POP”) is a number I’m not sure what to do with, due to lack of data: But, here it goes. If you were a truly great player you might score 9 hits every round at the line. Your total H
